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EXPORT INDUSTRIES 

691. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Can the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure outline for the house which federal team is offering the best 
deal for Western Australia’s export industry? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for his question.  I have to say, as the member well knows, it is not much of a competition!   

Mr Speaker, you in particular will be very pleased to hear that Martin Ferguson and the Rudd Labor team made 
an announcement today about funding for the major road and rail infrastructure leading to Western Australian 
ports - an $80 million commitment to the duplication of the Dampier Highway, which is a very important project 
for the people and the export industries in the towns of Karratha and Dampier.   

Western Australia has today also received a commitment for $60 million to improve access to the Esperance 
port.  This will assist grain and mineral exporters.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This support comes on top of the $160 million allocated last week to the Port 
Hedland road realignments and the $136 million committed to the Bunbury port access road and outer ring road.  
These projects focus on Western Australia’s export industries and recognise that Western Australia needs 
assistance with that vital infrastructure so that we can bring benefit to the whole community.  We have attempted 
to engage the federal government on each and every one of these projects and every time the Howard 
government has come back to us and said, “No, we do not consider these projects eligible for funding.”   

Mark Vaile, the Deputy Prime Minister, completely rejected our proposal that the federal government come in as 
a partner on the rail rescue package; however, we are very pleased that the federal Labor Party has committed 
$3 million to a preliminary project to determine, and be absolutely sure about, what is required.  A decision on 
that package will be made by Easter.  Therefore, we will continue to see the state and federal government 
working together in collaboration with the private sector to bring home the bacon for this nation. 
 


